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Training Workshop for Facilitators and Caregivers
organized by PARE: The Pastoral Resolve
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Open Classroom Meets First Lady of Kaduna State

By Mrys, Diane Ede, Open Classroom Frogram Officer

emmhers of the Open Classroom  at-

tended a workshop at the Center for

Dewveloptnent, Traming and Research,

which took place 26 kilometers outside
of Kaduna, on the Abuja expressway, November 22-
26, 2005,

“They emphasized the
responsthilities of the caregivers
and faciitators to be aware of the
different stages in order to he

more effective m handling voung
students.”

The emphasis of the worlsshop was on early childhood
development among pastoralists” children.

It was wery relevant for our members to attend the
workshop, The Open Classroom has been sharing and
dernonstrating the design of teaching matenials with a
group of PARE superwisors. We have also had PARE
teachers i for teacher™s trawming, so this 15 how we
have heen cooperating in the area of early chaldhood
education for the past one vear.

Several papers were given; one was on how facilitators
could identify topics pettinent to the community in
which they are working The Facilitator then could use
this topic to plan a program that the community should
actively participate in. There must also bhe a way for
evaluation to take place m a peniod of no less than s
weeks and no more than one year to assess the success
of the programm.

Lirz. Diane Ede (left) and My Seth Eerchiri (center) in

Many mteresting facts about mdigenous cultures came discussion at the PARE Teachers” Training Workshap

out during the discussion. We saw that some of the
problems of teaching in these comumunities are just
cotntnont ones brought about by some of thew local
customs. For examgple, the manner in which the chil-
dren are disciplined 15 dictated by thewr customs. There |
were papers given on the chuld s psychological dewel-
optnent. They emphasized the responsibilities of the
categivers and facilitators to be aware of the different
stages i order to be more effective in handling voung
students.

The Open Classroom participated by presenting and
showing the practical application of taterials that
could be used to give the learners mcentrves to leamn.
In addition a discussion on ideas of how to motivate

The Open Classroom paid a courtesy call on the First

Lady of Kaduna State, Her Excellency, Hajiya Asma’'u
Ahmed Makarfi to intinate her about our mission and

Jiya Asma’u to know that we have dedicated ourselves to |
achiewing, in our modest manner, the goal of teaching the

to school, vet wish to have an education.

We were very wartnly recerved by Her Excellency. She

listened carefully to our mission statement, read by our
President, Hajtva Mana Aiasha Abu Al Her Esxcellency
attached much mmportance to our programme and encour-
aged us to plan well so that we could continue to make 2 [
positive staternent hacked up by purposefil action. Hajiva £ 2

Asma’y promised to lend us her firm support. With members of the Open Classroom present, our Prest-

dent, Hajiya Hana Aisha Ab Al reads our mission state-
ment to Her Excellency Hajryra Asma’™n Ahmed Makarfi

The Open Classroom Hosts Professional Teacher Training Course for
Kaduna State Local Government Educational Supervisors

and encourage parents to allow thew children to par- > 1. 1 , |
ticipate i1 school was chared by the Open Classroom. Note from the Open Classroom CEO

The facilitators and caregivers appreciated the pres- |Iwas privileged to attend the formal Commus-
ence and participation of our members, who requested | stonng of the PARE School, Hostel and Bore-
that a group photograph be taken and sang and danced |hole supported by the Embassy of Japan. This is
as the members of the Open Classroom, said their |awvery impressive Center which will prowide
thanks and goodbyes. educational resources for the Fulani and other

cotrrnunities 10 the area D I Mohammed

ulding upon 1ts many vears of expenence
and traming i the field of teacher traming and re-
search i the field of education, The Open Classtoomm
has orgatized it first traming course for  the
“Professional Teacher™ The areas covered mclude a
Basic Skills refresher course in Reading and Mathe-
matics, Current Events, Problem Solving, Educational
Fhilosophy, Computer Studies and design of wisual
aids.
The 3-month course began by emphasizing the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDG) of achiewmg unrrer-
sal education by the vear 2015, In order to achiewe thus
goal, every child needs a teacher. Our first set of par-
ticipants 15 a group of 23 local government education
supervisors from Kaduna They wall implement 1im-
proved teaching strategies i each of the 23 local gow-

Fabiatu holds a poster she made at the beginrung of the

: coutse. The message conveyed is that all children need
ernments in Kaduna otate. Every metnber of the group to be educated and that we needto train good teachers.
has shown tmuch dedication backed up by hard work,

They have cooperated m concert, like a team with a  The {geal government course patticipants actually do

goal of achiewing success. At the close of the course
there will he a graduation ceremony where all partici-
pants will recerve a diploma a transcript and a testi-

the teaching themselwes rather than assigning this
critical task to one of the teachers they superwise.
They make worksheets and classwork exercises that

momial. N _ _ emphasize bhasic skills i Math and English. The he-
Each participant, before graduating, will present a pro- ginning learners, after approzimately siz weeks of

ject '};ﬁ’th _im"il“'is set!:infhu_p 13 lzlamjng Program £0r  joqoong with the supervisors, should be brought doven
two beginning learners i thew local governments. to The Open Classroom for evduation of their pro-

Oress.



